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What a remarkable year it's been for FireSport UK! As we reflect on our
achievements, it's impossible not to be inspired by the extraordinary power of sport
and activity to bring people together. Across the various sections that make up Fire
Sport UK, our members have demonstrated how shared challenges and triumphs
can forge lasting friendships, build trust, and promote a real sense of belonging
within our Fire Service family.

Sport is not just about competition—it’s about supporting each other, improving our
mental and physical health, and discovering new strengths in ourselves and our
teams. The camaraderie and spirit we see in every event proves that participation in
the activities on offer through Fire Sport UK can make us stronger and healthier in
every sense.

Looking ahead to 2026, | am filled with excitement for what’s to come. With 20
sections under the FireSport UK banner, there is truly something for everyone,
whether you're a seasoned athlete or just starting your journey. | encourage each
and every one of you to encourage others to get involved, try something new, and
help us grow our vibrant sporting community.

| have watched with interest the success of many of our sections over the past 12
months. And having quick access to provide updates via the new WhatsApp group
has been great. We just need to get all active sections represented on this group!

Governance

In terms of Governance, we have achieved what we set out to achieve last year
when we made a commitment to simplify an outdated instrument and rules document
an we now have a much simpler Trust Instruments document that was endorsed by
the Executive following Steve Adam’s redraft. Wider FSUK Members and section
leads are encouraged to make themselves familiar with this and other relevant
governance documents that have also been established, including the FSUK Code
of Conduct and the FSUK guidance document on ethical sponsorship. Neither of
these documents existed before and it became apparent very quickly to me that
these wee gaps that needed to be addressed. Again, the Executive have considered
these documents and have endorsed them and | encourage all sections to be aware
of them and adhere to them for any conduct issues or when approaching sponsors to
ensure we are operating ethically.
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Getting onto the sections themselves, | wanted to capture a summary of activities
that have taken place in 2025 so far and look ahead to other events that are
planned. Clearly, | cannot summarise every event, but of note:

Angling

It was great to see a post on the FSUK social media page about the FSUK Coarse
National competition at the famous Tunnel barn Farm. 23 teams and 92 anglers took
part on a very hot sunny day with 15t place in the team event to Humberside Red and
1t place individual going to Matt Goodall from West Yorkshire. Well done to all
involved.

Bowls

There have been various events for the Bowls section including fixtures at
Bovingdon Bowls Club on 27 April, Hunstanton Cliff Parade Bowls Club on 26 May
and Newark Town Bowls Club on 5 July. It is also really great to see the Bowls
section raising much needed funds for our key partner The Firefighter's Charity.
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Cricket
The men’s cricket team had fixtures on:

e 8 May v the Navy — 2x T20 one win one loss

e 10 June v RAF —2 x T20 lost both

e 16 July RAF (Over 50s fixture) — won by 30 runs
e 28 August

FRS Women’s team held a season opener against a more experienced RAF
Women'’s team on 9 June with the RAF team securing a win in what sounds like a
close victory on home soil at the RAF sportsground at Uxbridge.

“entral Fund Vine Lane
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A big thanks to CFO Neil Odin for his support for the FSUK Cricket section in his role
as Chair. With Neil’'s upcoming retirement, the cricket section is looking for a new
Chair to step into this role so please contact any member of the Cricket section or
the FSU Executive if you are interested.

Cycling

We had several members of the GB FRS Cycling section competing in the
Emergency Services Time Trial event hosted by Tyne & Wear FS. This was a 25-
mile cycling event and the open age winner was Terry Wilkinson from TWFRS. Tyne
& Wear also took home the Vets trophy with Andy Hall emerging as the fastest Vet.
Well done to all involved and to Tyne & Wear FRS for hosting this event.

Football

Men’s football has seen another busy year with the English FRS Men’s side showing
a dominant display against the Wales FRS side on 23 January in the Life Vice
President Shield. Lewis Suddick rom Tyne & Wear FRS was awarded the Man of
the Match award so well done to Lewis.
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The England team also competed against the British Royal Marines with the FRS
team emerging victorious with a 3-2 win. It was also great to see an England trials
day at llkeston football club in July.

Golf

One of the most popular and well attended sections. This year, events have been
held / planned at the following venues:

e Coxmoor GC, Nottinghamshire — Sheriff’s Cup — June 11-13

Championship Results:
o Sheriff's Cup (Nett Score)

& 1st — Norfolk FRS — 430
2nd — Humberside 2 — 435 (on countback)
3rd — Derbyshire — 435

o Claret Jug (Gross Score)
Q 1st — Scotland West 1 — 453
2nd — Northamptonshire — 484 (on countback)
3rd — Nottinghamshire 1 — 484

e Fulford GC, York — National Singles and Stableford Championship — July
7-9
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Best Nett Winner Pete Ballard (Pictured above with Golf Chair DCFO Matt
Walker)

Best Gross Winner Christopher Briggs

Stableford Winner Graham Currie

St Pierre Golf Clun, Wales — 4 Nations July 14-16

Petersfield Golf Club, Hampshire — Retired Firefighters — August 8
Royal Wimbledon, London — Pairs -September 2-4

¢ Kilmarnock Barassie GC, Scotland — Scotland v England — October 1-3

Rugby

The GB Women’s FRS rugby have gone from strength to strength with various
fixtures in 2025. | was especially pleased to support them when they competed
against GB Police on 6 March in Kettering.
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The GB Men’s FRS rugby team beat the Royal Navy 2’s on 12 March 28-19. They
then competed against the Army Masters on 2 April in a tough game where the were
beaten by a strong Army side. The team then travelled to Cyrpus on Jue to play the
Prince of Wales Royal Regiment team at the Army base in Episkopi. The FRS team
came away victorious in what | am sure was a fantastic experience for the whole
squad.

I'd like to also mention the England FRS Rugby trials that are set for 5 August at
Banbury RFC and 14 August at Morley RFC.

Squash

The FSUK Festival of Squash took place over the weekend of 29/30 March at
Leamington Squash Club with men’s and women’s matching showcasing
competitors across all levels of squash. They also had friendly matches against
Leamington Club players.
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Table Tennis

The first FRS v Army table tennis match took place in April ending in a 10-10 draw.
In June the national championships took place and Anthony Tindall from Lincolnshire
FRS emerged as champion. Well doe to Anthony.

On 21/22 November, the annual exchange match takes place against the German
FRS in Derby. | am also pleased that the Table Tennis section have arranged to be
part of the FSUK Festival of Sport in South Yorkshire in April 2026 with a planned
match against the GB Paralympic squad.

The FRS Table Tennis team are keen to recruit more players into this section so
please raise the awareness of this across your respective serviced.
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Sailing

The Emirate GB Sail Grand Prix took place in Portsmouth on 19 and 20 July with UK
Fire and Rescue Services taking part in this fantastic annual event.

Swimming

The national FRS swimming championships is taking place on Saturday 16 August
at Jubilee 2, Newcastle-Under-Lyme in Staffordshire.

New Section for 2025 — The British Firefighter Challenge

| am also pleased to announce that at the last FSUK Executive meeting, FSUK
endorsed a new section. The British Firefighter's Challenge is an established event
that hosts several competitions each year. | am particularly pleased to say that | will
be attending the Firefighter's Challenge event taking pace in Watford on 26 and 27
July 2025.
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| want to extend a warm welcome to John Gregory and the entire FF Challenge team
into FSUK and we also welcome its new Chair, Chief Fire Officer Rob Taylor from
Derbyshire FRS. So let us all welcome the British Firefighter Challenge as our
newest section within FireSport UK, officially endorsed by the FSUK Executive this
year. This exciting addition reflects our commitment to innovation and excellence,
and we look forward to seeing even more members rise to the challenge and get
involved the Firefighter Challenge.

2025 Funding

Whilst | do not wish to delve into the update | am sure will be provided by Paul
Drakes, our Treasurer, | am pleased to see a healthy balance sheet for FSUK and
that all services have contributed their membership subscriptions in 2025. This is
important as it assists FSUK to distribute funds across the active sections and allows
access to those members of staff, past and present, from all UK Fire and Rescue
Services and the National Fire Chief's Council. If services do not pay subscriptions,
then those staff would not be able to access the benefits of participation in FSUK
activities. | will continue to champion this with Chief Fire Officers to raise the profile
of everything that is FSUK across the senior leadership tier of UK Fire and Rescue
Services.

Look ahead to the FSUK Festival of Sport 2026 — Hosted in South Yorkshire

| am especially thrilled to announce our ambitious Fire Sport UK Festival of Sport
2026, set to take place in South Yorkshire on 22 and 23 April 2025. This will be an
unmissable celebration—bringing together teams and individuals to compete or
participate in a range of sports and activities and | want to see as many people from
across the UK fire and rescue community as possible for a showcase of talent,
teamwork, and fun. Mark your calendars and get ready to be inspired!
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Day 1 will be asking each section to host an event or fixture within South Yorkshire.
We have a dedicated and ever-growing team of willing local volunteers who will act
as you points of contact, liaising with potential venues to help you to organise for the
day. We will e sharing a brochure soon that will include dates, times and venue
locations oft eh various activities we plan to host on day 1 and | would like to see as
many sections represented as possible. Day 1 will culminate in a celebration event
at Cutler’'s Hall in Sheffield. This prestigious venue till be the perfect setting for us to
come together, share our experiences of being involved in FSUK and enjoy a
fantastic meal in one of the finest buildings within the Steel City.

Day 2 will be a showcase of the new FSUK section, the Firefighter's Challenge.
Hosted within the city centre of Sheffield we aim to attract a large number of
competitors from across the fire and rescue community and also plan to run a ‘fun
course’ alongside the main event where members of the public can have a go and
experience some of the activities required to be a firefighter | a safe and fun
environment.

More information about the event will be released in the coming weeks and months
but for now, sections need to get the dates in their diaries and start to encourage
engagement in what | hope will be a fantastic event.

Let’'s make 2026 our most active, inclusive, and memorable year. Thank you for your
passion, your participation, and for showing the true spirit of FireSport UK.

~

Chris Kirby
FSUK Chair
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